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SUSTAINABILITY

PROFITABLE, 
RESPONSIBLE GROWTH
Metsä Board has a unique value chain, in which the fresh fibres 
used as raw material are traceable to sustainably managed forests 
and the production is resource-efficient. Metsä Board has received 
a lot of recognition for its responsible business operations. 

METSÄ GROUP
SUSTAINABILITY REPORT 2017
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Read more 
Metsä Board is a part of Metsä Group whose 
sustainability work covers all business areas.  
Read more about Metsä Group’s sustainability 
work from Sustainability Report 2017.

Download the report at www.metsagroup.com/csr

Sustainability and responsibility for the envi-
ronment are integral parts of Metsä Board’s 
daily operations. Lightweight paperboards are 
resource-efficient: producing them requires 
less energy, water and raw materials than the 
production of traditional paperboards. They 
also generate less waste. The main raw material 
– pure, safe fresh fibre – is fully traceable and 
mostly certified.

Metsä Board develops the operations of its 
production units continuously to increase 
production efficiency as well as to reduce the 
burden on the environment and environmen-
tal risks, and to further improve resource effi-
ciency. As a result of its long-term actions, 
Metsä Board has improved the energy effi-
ciency of its production and reduced both 
fossil carbon dioxide emissions and water con-
sumption by a significant degree. It is also con-
stantly aiming to increase the share of renew-
able energy, which accounted for 52 per cent 
of Metsä Board’s total energy consumption in 
2017.

Metsä Board has been receiving a lot of 
recognition for its commitment to sustainable 
business operations. In 2017, Metsä Board was 
again included on CDP’s Climate A list and 
Water A list, in addition to achieving Leader-
ship status in CDP’s Forest programme. CDP 
is an international non-profit, global environ-
mental disclosure platform. 

Metsä Board is among the top 10 per cent 
of companies to have participated in CDP’s 
water programme and received a place on the 
Water A list. Only the top 5 per cent of the 

FROM FOREST  
TO TABLE 
Fresh fibre has a strong position in the 

growing food packaging market. Metsä 

Board’s product safety relies on using 

pure fresh fibre from sustainably  

managed forests.  

Read more on Metsä Group’s Sustainablity 
Report 2017, pages 24–25. 

companies that participated in CDP’s Climate 
reporting received a place on the A list. Metsä 
Board was the only European forest industry 
company on the Climate A list. A place on the 
list is recognition of the measures Metsä Board 
has taken to reduce emissions and climate risks 
and to develop low-carbon solutions. 

The inclusion on the Water A list is a 
major recognition, since using water is an 
essential part in the production of pulp and 
paperboard. Some 99 per cent of the water 
Metsä Board uses is surface water, which is 
returned to nature after careful purification.

Metsä Board achieved EcoVadis Gold 
rating for its sustainability practices. Metsä 

Board was included among the top 1 per cent 
in EcoVadis’s supplier assessment across all of 
the categories (environment, labour practices, 
sustainable procurement and fair business 
practices). EcoVadis operates a reporting plat-
form allowing companies globally to assess the 
environmental and social performance of its 
suppliers. 

Metsä Board is also committed to the 
Science Based Targets initiative of CDP, the 
World Resources Institute, WWF and the 
UN’s Global Compact, which allows compa-
nies to demonstrate their commitment to the 
goal of the Paris Agreement of limiting global 
warming to less than two degrees.
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EFFICIENT WATER AND ENERGY USAGE 
Metsä Board’s paperboard mill at Äänekoski is located in the immediate vicinity of Metsä 

Fibre’s new bioproduct mill, which allows for synergy benefits in energy and water con-

sumption, among other things. 

In 2017, Metsä Board’s paperboard mill began to recover solid content from the 

production’s process water. The solid content is reused in paperboard production. The 

water that is purified from the solid content is led to Metsä Fibre’s bioproduct mill’s 

debarking department. As a result, Metsä Fibre’s mill can reduce its consumption of fresh 

water by up to 1.4 million cubic metres a year. At the same time, the excess heat of the 

paperboard mill benefits the debarking process of the bioproduct mill thanks to the warm 

water from the board machine.
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OUR  
SUSTAINABILITY 
TARGETS
Sustainability is a part of everything we do. 
The foundation of our sustainability work 
consists of four themes covering all our 
operations and eight concrete targets that 
guide our everyday work. Our sustainability 
work supports reaching the global 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)  
set by the United Nations.

WE CREATE  
WELL-BEING
STAKEHOLDERS AND SOCIAL IMPACTS

• Ethical business practices
• Responsible employer
• Safety at work
• Partnerships and industrial ecosystems
• Value creation in society

WE OFFER 
SUSTAINABLE 
CHOICES
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

• Sustainable, safe and recyclable  
products from renewable wood

• Customer-focused services  
and solutions

• Innovations and renewal

ETHICAL BUSINESS
Coverage of Code of Conduct training:

79% 
PERFORMANCE 2017

100% 
TARGET

SAFETY AT WORK
Lost-time accidents frequency annually (LTA1: 6.4):

-28.4% 
PERFORMANCE 2017

-10% 
TARGET

WELL-BEING
Sickness absenteeism:

3.9% 
PERFORMANCE 2017

<3% 
TARGET

Read more 
The targets represented in this graphic are common for 
Metsä Group, with the exception of energy efficiency for 
which Metsä Board has set its own target. Performance 
figures are for Metsä Board.  
Read more about Metsä Group’s targets: Sustainability 
Report 2017
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WE BRING  
THE FOREST  
TO YOU
RAW MATERIALS AND SUPPLY CHAIN

• Sustainable forest management, 
biodiversity, multiple use of forests

• Traceability of raw materials
• Sustainable supply chain

• Efficient use of raw materials, 
energy and water

• Valuable side streams
• Renewable energy
• Emissions to water and air

WE WORK FOR  
A BETTER CLIMATE  
AND ENVIRONMENT
RESOURCE EFFICIENCY AND  
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

WOOD
Maintain the share of certified wood:

TARGET

>80%
PERFORMANCE 2017

80%

LOGISTICS
Ensure sustainability of the main logistics flows:

TARGET

100%
STATUS 2017
100% 
In the end of 2017, all 481 main 
logistics partners included in the 
sustainability survey fulfilled Metsä 
Group’s sustainability criteria.

WE CREATE  
WELL-BEING
STAKEHOLDERS AND SOCIAL IMPACTS

CLIMATE
Fossil CO2 emissions per product tonne 2009–2020:

-47% 
PERFORMANCE 2017

-30% 
TARGET

ENERGY
Energy efficiency improvement 2009–2020:

10.2% 
PERFORMANCE 2017

12% 
TARGET

RESOURCE EFFICIENCY
Process water use per product tonne 2010–2020: 

-17% 
PERFORMANCE 2017

-17% 
TARGET
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METSÄ BOARD CORPORATION

P.O. Box 20

FI-02020 METSÄ

Tel. +358 10 4611

www.metsaboard.com
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