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Clare Thorpe, Pupil Premium Coordinator at Langley School

This year has seen some incredible milestones for MyTutor; we’ve 
onboarded 4,000 tutors, collaborated with over 70 education 
institutions including the University of Leeds and the University of 
Birmingham, and worked with UCL to develop a groundbreaking 
tutor-student matching algorithm.

We recruit exclusively from top UK universities, so we are privileged 
to work with some of the brightest students in the country to deliver 
our tutorials. We are fast becoming the largest provider of work to 
university students in the UK, and our tutors appreciate the 
opportunity to do flexible, rewarding work as much as our pupils 
enjoy working with them. It has been fantastic to see them inspire a 
greater engagement and love of learning in their pupils.

Most exciting of all has been the overwhelmingly positive feedback 
we’ve heard from teachers and students about the impact of our 
programmes. It’s clear that we are meeting a real need within schools 
and setting a new standard within the tuition industry.

However, it is important to demonstrate the effectiveness of 
education interventions as thoroughly as possible, so I am very 
pleased to welcome this impact report from MyTutor. I hope that it 
provides a rich range of examples of the impact we have on students, 
both on their academic attainment and their love of learning.

Foreword

James Grant
Co-founder, MyTutor



MyTutor matches school pupils with inspiring students from the UK’s 
top universities to provide online, one-to-one tuition. 

Our tutors are uniquely qualified to provide support to school 
learners: they have succeeded in their recent exams, have up-to-date 
personal knowledge of exam syllabuses, and can act as peer mentors 
to their students. They work to support the work that teachers do in 
class by targeting the individual needs of their pupils, ensuring that 
every student reaches their potential.

Our revolutionary online platform empowers schools to access high-
quality tutoring regardless of their location. We have developed a 
ground-breaking tutor-student matching algorithm, so that each pupil 
receives help from a tutor who is suited to their ability, challenges 
and aspirations.

What we do 



Modern teachers are challenged with meeting the needs of individual students 

despite large class sizes and a wide range of abilities and requirements. While 

teachers do their best to provide individualised support, extra provision is often 

required to accommodate every student.

One-to-one support can be prohibitively expensive at an average of £32 per 

hour, making tutoring inaccessible for students from low-income families. 

Indeed, privately educated students are twice as likely to have had tuition at any 

point when compared to state educated students¹. 

In addition to this, high-quality tutors can be disproportionally hard to access 

depending on students’ locations; professional tutors tend to be concentrated in 

London and the South East, leaving students in other areas at an educational 

disadvantage.

Our service allows pupils to access personalised 

support which enhances their knowledge, 

engagement, and confidence in class. Our online 

model means that pupils can access outstanding 

tutors wherever they are located, while the costs of 

using MyTutor are significantly lower than other 

tutoring companies.

Tutoring with us is £12 
cheaper per hour than the 
national average

Why we are needed

£32 /hr
*National average

£20 /hr
MyTutor

S AV E

*Taken from Sutton Trust report 2016 1



Evidence for the efficacy 
of tutoring
One-to-one tuition is well established as an exceptionally 
effective method for improving students’ academic attainment, 
and it has been shown to  build academic motivation, self 
esteem, and self regulation skills.

The Education Endowment Foundation has found that students 
who receive one-to-one tuition make 5 months extra progress 
over a school year².

Students who receive 
one-to-one tuition 
make 5 months extra 
progress over a school 
year

Progress without tuition Progress with tuition

+1 monthBaseline +2 months +3 months +4 months +5 months

Education
Endowment
Foundation

Academic motivation

Self-esteem

Self-regulation skills

Engagement with learning

Tutoring has also been shown to improve³ 



Our impact over the past year
Our tutors are selected from the UK’s top universities and undergo 
a rigorous selection process: only 1 in 10 applicants are accepted.

MyTutor has helped me 
to feel more confident 

in my exams

MyTutor helped me to 
perform better in my 

exams

MyTutor has helped me 
to understand my 

subject better

12,000 hrs of tuition

MyTutor schools

1,000 students taught 70 schools helped

78% 80% 88%



Our impact is significant
This year, we conducted a rigorous study of one of our biggest 
programmes in order to gain a thorough understanding of our 
impact. 

The impact of tutoring improves with the number of tutorials 
received: students make the best improvements when they receive 
tutoring for over a term.

Students who receive 
tutoring make over 
three times as much 
progress as those who 
don’t receive tutoring

More than 1 term

Final outcome*For students who received over a term of tuition

1 term

Less than a term

1.7 grades progress

1.4 grades progress

1.1 grades progress

 

1.7 grades progress

 
0.5 grades progress



Samuel, who received science tuition with MyTutor, was 

awarded a scholarship to study for his A Levels at Rugby 

school following his outstanding GCSE results.

“I’m hoping to study engineering at Imperial College, London 
– I have my future all planned out!”

Mexhisan Coku from Djanogly celebrated success this 

results day after achieving all As and A*s in his GCSEs, 

having arrived in the UK unable to speak English just 7 

years ago. He received Physics tuition with MyTutor, and 

is now hoping to study astrophysics at Cambridge.

“It’s going to be hard work but I can do it.”

Scholarship success at Walworth Academy

One of the highlights of 2017 was seeing the hard work of the tutors, 
students and teachers we work with come to fruition on GCSE results 
day. Here are some highlights …

Reaching for the stars at Djanogly City Academy

Sandbach achieved fantastic results for their school 

despite changes to the Maths and English syllabus. 

“A whopping 8% of the cohort achieved a Grade 9 in both 
English and Maths, which compares very favourable against 
the national expectation of just 2% for English and 3% for 
Maths.”

Outstanding results at Sandbach school

GCSE results day 2017



We signed Djanogly up to MyTutor to help with a number 

of issues. For example, staffing in core subjects can be an 

issue, particularly in Maths and Science, so it’s an extra 

way to supplement those students who don’t get what 

they need to fulfil their potential.

Students face a number of challenges in the school climate today – class sizes are 

noticeably very large, and students don’t get the same attention and support they 

might have done a few years ago.

MyTutor allows students to access one-to-one support, and that can have a big 

impact. One of the best incentives for students is the progress that they make. 

There’s one boy who will come to me every morning and say “can I do tutoring 

today” because he enjoys it so much. The only incentive he needs is the progress 

he’s going to make and the grades he’s going to get.

Tom Pearce, Director of Achievement at Djanogly  

Djanogly City Academy in Nottingham has worked with MyTutor to 
provide tuition for over 150 of their students. With the help of 
MyTutor, Djanogly achieved their record GCSE results two years in a 
row, and is continuing to see the benefits of tutoring for their students.

Improving attainment at 
Djanogly City Academy

“When I’m having tutoring, I get to be alone in my own 
space and I can ask any question I want without anyone 
interrupting me” – Sharleen, Year 11 student

“I like MyTutor because I get one-to-one support which I 
don’t get in a classroom of 30 kids” – Phoebe, Year 11 student at 

Djanogly City Academy



We’ve used our pupil premium funding to offer tuition for 

a couple of years now to supplement the provision we 

offer for our vulnerable disadvantaged students.

For some of our least confident students who have potentially missed some 

learning earlier on in their school career, it can really give them the opportunity to 

address that and make rapid progress.

From what we’ve noticed, from assessment data and from what students have 

said, as a consequence of having tuition, students are more confident in the 

classroom and have developed their skills.

Clare Thorpe, Pupil Premium Coordinator at 
Langley School

Langley school in Solihull has been working with MyTutor since 2016 
to support the learning of their pupil premium students. 

Building confidence at 
Langley School

I really enjoy learning with my tutor every week. She 
builds my confidence up – if I get something wrong, she 
tells me where I went wrong and how to do it better. 
- Tom, Year 10

One-to-one tuition give students the chance to develop confidence and to ask 

questions that they wouldn’t feel comfortable or safe enough to ask in a 

classroom setting. 



I thought that tutoring would benefit the students because 

they would be able to work at their own pace, at their own 

level, and have that one-to-one tuition that they need to 

take them forward.

Michelle O’Shae, Deputy head 

Oakfield Academy works with MyTutor to help Year 7 students who 
were below target in their Year 6 SATs. Since they first collaborated 
with MyTutor at the beginning of 2017, Oakfield have seen big 
changes in students’ attainment and enjoyment of learning. 

Fulfilling potential at 
Oakfield Academy

It makes me feel confident - if I go wrong I don’t give up 
like I used to, I just try again.
– Jade, Year 7

My tutor is really friendly and understanding – she’s 
helped me to enjoy Maths more because I understand it 
better – Kyle, Year 7

We decided to try MyTutor because we wanted to be able to have the flexibility 

for the children to have sessions when it was most suitable for them, rather 

than having to get someone in on a particular day and having to squeeze 

everything in on that one day. It’s certainly helped to improve their confidence 

and their ability, and it’s been fantastic to see them improving and 

understanding concepts which they couldn’t understand before. 



Our tutors
Our tutors are selected from the UK’s top universities and undergo 
a rigorous selection process: only 1 in 10 applicants are accepted.

I chose tutoring because I’ve done some voluntary 

teaching in the past, and I was keen to pursue it further 

and move onto a more professional level of teaching. I find 

this job very intellectually rewarding, and at the same time 

satisfying as I see my students improve, both academically 

and in their confidence in themselves.

Francesco Grillo, Biomedical Sciences at Kings 
College, London

I aim to make my tutorials really interactive and engaging, and I hope that I help 

my students to improve their academic understanding of the subjects, as well as 

helping them to enjoy their subject more.

I can absolutely see the impact of tutoring, because as weeks go by I can see 

positive change in my students, especially in the way they answer past paper 

questions and explain the concepts back to me. A student who stands out for 

me is a Biology GCSE student, Shaina. As time progressed she became more and 

more engaged with Biology and that was really satisfying because I could see 

that my work was having a real impact!

32 universities 4,000 tutors 54 subjects taught
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